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Mount Athos has been exercising its magnetic attraction on monks and pilgrims for over a thousand years.
As the papers collected in this volume show (many of them delivered at a conference convened in Helsinki in
2006 to mark the opening of an exhibition of treasures of Mount Athos), monks have been drawn to its
forests, cliffs, and caves in search of tranquillity and the inspiring teaching of charismatic elders since the
ninth century. Through the Hesychastic renewal which began on Athos in the late Middle Ages the Holy
Mountain acquired unprecedented importance throughout the Balkans, Eastern Europe, and Russia and
rapidly extended its spiritual influence from the Mediterranean to the White Sea. Many of the papers are
concerned with aspects of pilgrimage to Athos and the effect that a visit to the Mountain has on pilgrims’
lives, Today the magnetism has lost none of its force and, despite threats to its environment and its unique
way of life, Athos continues to operate as a spiritual powerhouse offering refreshment to all who turn to it.

Contributors include: Nicholas Fennell, René Gothéni, Metropolitan Nikolaos Hadtzinikolaou, Rosemary
Morris, Ismo Pellikka, Graham Speake, Fr Symeon of Dionysiou, Alice-Mary Talbot, Marco Toti, Metropolitan
Kallistos Ware.

René Gothéni is Professor of Comparative Religion in the University of Helsinki, a life member of Clare Hall,
Cambridge, and life member of the Finnish Society of Sciences and Letters. He is President of the Finnish
Society of Friends of Mount Athos and author of The Unknown Pilgrim (2006).

Graham Speake holds degrees in classics from both Cambridge and Oxford. He is founder and Secretary
of the Friends of Mount Athos and a Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries of London. His book, Mount Athos:
Renewal in Paradise (2002), won the 2002 Criticos Prize.
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The cover price of this book is £30.00 but thanks to a bulk purchase by the Friends of Mount Athos we are
able to offer it at £21.00 plus postage and packing. Please use the form below when ordering your copies.

Please send me ......... copies of The Monastic Magnet

£23.00 for delivery to a UK address;
£26.00/(€30.00) for delivery to Europe;
£29.00/(346.50) for delivery to the rest of the World

[ enclose a chequefor£ ............ (6F€ ovsynnnen Ylor$ ...l ) payable to The Friends of Mount Athos.
Please send this form together with your cheque to:

Simon Jennings - Hon Treasurer,
Friends of Mount Athos
Rawlinson & Hunter

Eighth Floor

6 New Street Square

New Fetter Lane

London EC4A 3AQ
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