
FoMA Trustees Report and Accounts 2025

(Registered Charity No. 1047287)

                         

TRUSTEES’ REPORT AND FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2025

1-4 Report of the Trustees

5 Independent Examiner’s Report

6-9 Financial Statements



Page 1

FRIENDS OF MOUNT ATHOS
(Registered Charity No. 1047287)

REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES

TRUSTEES

Dr Graham Speake (Hon President; Chairman to 19 February 2026)  
Christopher Thomas (Vice Chairman; Chairman from 19 February 2026)  
Elizabeth Chesney-Evans (Hon Secretary)  
Peter Lea (Membership Secretary)  
Peter Stevenson (Acting Treasurer)  
Dr Aphrodite Papayianni  
Fr Stephen Platt  
Leslie Currie  
Christopher Deliso  
Hugo Grimwood  
David Greybe (co-opted 4 March 2026)  
Dr Dimitri Conomos (resigned 19 February 2026)  
Dr Nicholas Harff (resigned 19 February 2026)

OFFICE ADDRESS

Ironstone Farmhouse  
Milton  
Banbury  
OX15 4HH

INDEPENDENT EXAMINER

Simon Jennings FCA  
18 Warwick Street  
Oxford  
OX4 1SX

BANKERS

Lloyds Bank plc

Key Bank  
PO Box 22114  
Albany  
New York  
12201-2114  
USA



Page 2

FRIENDS OF MOUNT ATHOS

REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES

The Trustees present their report for the financial statements for the year ended 31 December 2025.

Charitable Status
Friends of Mount Athos is a charity, registered in England, number 1047287.

Trustees
The Trustees who have held office at any point during the year ended 31 December 2025 and to 
the date of this report are as follows:

Dr Graham Speake (Hon President; Chairman to 19 February 2026)  
Christopher Thomas (Vice Chairman; Chairman from 19 February 2026)  
Elizabeth Chesney-Evans (Hon Secretary)  
Peter Lea (Membership Secretary)  
Peter Stevenson (Acting Treasurer)  
Dr Aphrodite Papayianni  
Fr Stephen Platt  
Leslie Currie  
Christopher Deliso  
Hugo Grimwood  
David Greybe (co-opted 4 March 2026)  
Dr Dimitri Conomos (resigned 19 February 2026)  
Dr Nicholas Harff (resigned 19 February 2026)

Structure, Governance and Management
Friends of Mount Athos is a registered Charity with a formal written Constitution (revised June 2016). An 
Executive Committee is responsible for the day to day running and overall management of the charity. The 
committee organises events throughout the year and maintains regular contact with the Friends in the UK and 
abroad and with FoMA’s sister organisation, the Mount Athos Foundation of America (MAFA). Executive 
Committee members act as Trustees and are responsible for the Annual Report and for the preparation of the 
annual accounts. All new Trustees are recruited on the recommendation of organisations and people with 
whom the charity works, or by existing Trustees, and are offered appropriate training to fulfil their role. Details 
of Committee changes are shown in the list of trustees above.

Objectives and Activities
The main objective of the Friends during 2025 has continued to be to advance the religion and public 
education, together with the study and knowledge of the history, culture, arts, architecture, natural history, and 
literature, of the Orthodox monasteries of Mount Athos. A further FoMA aim is to advance the Orthodox religion 
through supporting religious communities outside Mount Athos, which are connected to the Holy Mountain by 
religious affiliation, dependency, or tradition. 

Executive Committee
The long-standing Chairman of FoMA, Dr Graham Speake, announced his intention to stand down from the 
end of the year and in the autumn of 2025 the committee undertook a process to elect a new chairperson in 
line with the charity’s Constitution. Christopher Thomas, formerly Vice-Chairman, was elected unanimously to 
succeed Dr Speake from 19 February 2026. Dr Speake will continue as a Trustee of the charity.

Two Trustees, Dr Dimitri Conomos and Dr Nicholas Harff, resigned during the year. FoMA’s Acting Treasurer, 
Peter Stevenson, formally retires from the position with effect from the 6 June 2026 AGM. His replacement, 
Daniel Price, will take over as Treasurer from that date.

The Trustees also undertook to review the charity’s events calendar during 2026 and to align committee 
members’ interests more closely with specific areas of responsibility including fund raising, book sales, Public 
Relations, and website management.
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FRIENDS OF MOUNT ATHOS 

REPORT OF THE TRUSTEES (continued)

Performance and Achievements
FoMA held several successful events during 2025, including the inaugural Metropolitan Kallistos Ware 
Memorial Lecture held at St Sophia Greek Orthodox Cathedral in London. The lecture was given by his 
Eminence Archbishop Nikitas of Thyateira and Great Britain on the subject of ‘Mount Athos: Tourism or 
Pilgrimage?’ and was followed by an enjoyable Vasilopitta party in the Cathedral crypt, attended by around 80 
members and guests.

Following our annual footpath clearing project on Mount Athos in September, we held our first ever conference 
and exhibition outside the UK in Thessaloniki on 12 September in partnership with the Mount Athos Center. 
This one-day conference explored the unique landscape of Mount Athos and the ways in which it can be 
protected, which is one of FoMA’s declared objectives.

Our annual summer conference and AGM took place on 7 June 2025 at St Anne’s College in Oxford. We were 
delighted to be joined by two of the holy fathers from the Axion Estin cell on Mount Athos, the restoration of 
which FoMA continues to support financially. Our Autumn meeting took place at The Church of St Dunstan-in-
the-West in London’s Fleet Street, with Vespers in the church followed by a lecture on ‘The Romanian 
Presence on Mount Athos’ by Hieromonk Dionisie on behalf of His Eminence Atanasie, the first new 
Archbishop of the Romanian Orthodox Archdiocese of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

During the year, the Executive Committee awarded FoMA grants totalling £1,000 to Dr Vanessa de Obaldia in 
relation to her work on translating the Ottoman archives of Simonopetra monastery. Our sister organisation, 
the Mount Athos Foundation of America, has had another successful year of fund-raising. Total receipts were 
US$166,900 and MAFA has distributed US$142,600 to various causes.

In autumn 2025, we launched the first of our new look digital quarterly FoMA newsletters, which have been 
very well received by members. The newsletter aims to keep our members more informed about what we 
are doing and will also give the opportunity to showcase items of interest connected with Mount Athos and 
Orthodoxy from members themselves.

Books and Merchandise
FoMA sells books and Christmas cards via the charity’s website and at the annual Summer Conference, which 
continues to be a welcome additional source of income. Towards the end of 2025, the Executive Committee 
decided to enhance this activity by offering a wider selection of merchandise including icons and linocuts. 
FoMA is also taking over the official production and sale of the Pilgrim’s Map of Mount Athos from the 
beginning of 2026.

Member Subscriptions and Donations
FoMA’s membership continues to remain steady. We welcomed a number of new members during the year 
with the total membership to April 2026 standing at 818. Membership subscriptions and donations continue to 
be a steady source of funding. The Executive Committee would like to thank those individuals who have 
donated to the charity during the year.

Annual Pilgrimage
FoMA’s annual pilgrimages provide an opportunity for Friends to discover the history and cultures of the 
wider Orthodox world, and to support monasteries and orthodox religious foundations through visits and 
donations. To better facilitate these trips, the Trustees have set up Mount Athos Pilgrimages Ltd, a separate 
companylimited by guarantee, which has three Trustees as its directors. Any surpluses made by this company 
will be reinvested in FoMA’s overall activities. Full details are given in Note 9(d) of the accounts (page 10).

Public Benefit
The Trustees of the charity have due regard both to the objectives of the charity, as set out above, and also to 
the guidance on public benefit published by the Charity Commission. We confirm that all activities in 2025 have 
been carried out purely in pursuance of the charity’s objectives.
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